Repurposing multiple sclerosis drugs: a review of studies in neurological and psychiatric conditions.
Treatment options for multiple sclerosis (MS) have improved in the past 20 years, with new oral disease-modifying drugs and monoclonal antibodies becoming available. The success seen with these drugs in MS, and their various mechanisms of action, has led to them being investigated in other neurological and psychiatric disorders. This review article summarises the ongoing and completed studies of MS drugs in neurological and psychiatric conditions other than MS. The most promising results are for interferon beta in human T cell leukaemia virus 1 associated myelopathy/tropical spastic paraparesis and glioma, and for fingolimod in acute ischaemic stroke and intracerebral haemorrhage. The coming years could see the arrival of exciting new therapies for disorders that neurologists have historically found difficult to treat and that represent a significant unmet clinical need.